
Appendix A

Carbrooke

Consultation Question

Carbrooke Parish Council has requested to increase the size of the parish council from 
seven to nine councillors, to reflect substantial growth in the village.

Guidance

Carbrooke parish currently has an electorate of 1,649 electors.  The parish is spread over a 
wide geographical area with population groupings in Carbrooke old village and the Blenheim 
Grange, Ash Tree, Beech Tree and Maid Marian estates.    

What considerations cover the number of parish councillors?

The government has advised ‘that it is an important democratic principle that each person’s 
vote should be of equal weight so far as possible, having regard to other legitimated 
competing factors when it comes to the election of councillors’.  The number of parish 
councillors for each parish council shall not be less than five, and there is no maximum 
number. However the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) suggests that the 
minimum number of councillors should be seven and the maximum twenty five. 

Number of parish councillor guidelines (NALC)

Electors Councillors Electors Councillors
Up to 900 7 Up to 10,400 17

Up to 1,400 8 Up to 11,900 18
Up to 2,000 9 Up to 13,500 19
Up to 2,700 10 Up to 15,200 20
Up to 3,500 11 Up to 17,000 21
Up to 4,400 12 Up to 18,900 22
Up to 5,400 13 Up to 20,900 23
Up to 6,500 14 Up to 23,000 24
Up to 7,700 15 Up to 45,000 25
Up to 9,000 16

The Government’s guidance is that ‘each area should be considered on its own merits, 
having regard to its population, geography and pattern of communities’. Council’s should 
take account and pay particular attention to existing levels of representation, the broad 
pattern of existing council sizes which have stood the test of time, and the take up of seats at 
elections in its consideration of the matter.

It is recognised that the conduct of Parish Council business does not usually require a large 
body of councillors.  By Law the Council in this review must have regard to the following 
factors when considering the number of councillors to be elected for the parish.

 The number of local government electors for the parish
 Any change in that number which is likely to occur in the period of five years 

beginning with the day the review starts.

The Council will also take into account the following considerations:

 To ensure that the allocation of councillors to parishes is equitable across the district, 
whilst acknowledging that local circumstances may occasionally merit variation.

 To appreciate that there are different demands and consequently different levels of 
representation are appropriate between urban and more rural parishes in the district.



Consultation feedback 

A total of 5 responses were received, and the comments are attached in Appendix B. 


